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ONE HEALTH CONGRESS Melbourne, Australia, Feb 14-16 , 2011.



ONE HEALTH=ONE MEDICINE
ONE PATHOLOGY!!!





COMPARATIVE MEDICINE/PATHOLOGY

• Many species
• Medical critical thinking: understanding disease 

mechanisms/principles across the species
– PATHOPHYSIOLOGY
– Risk Factors, disease models, vectors, 

common trends, ethical dilemmas 

TB
Toxoplasmosis

Salmonellosis

Swine flu, Erysipelas

TB, Brucellosis, Mad Cow

WNV



West Nile Virus -USA
• 1999: 25 horses
• 2000: 60 cases
• 2001: 159 cases
• ....



New era-new issues: 

• Food safety
• ZOONOSES 
• Wildlife as sentinels
• Disaster planning
• Bio- and agroterrorism
• Foreign/transboundary diseases; Intl. vet. med
• Bioaccumulation of pollutants and heavy metals, cli mate change

Public health



Human -animal bond
• a dynamic relationship 

between people and 
animals in that each 
influences the 
psychological and 
physiological state of 

the other



A close contact in the world we share



• Being admitted to the profession of 
veterinary medicine, I solemnly swear to 
use my scientific knowledge and skills 
for the benefit of society through the 
protection of animal health, the relief of 
animal suffering, the conservation of 
animal resources, the promotion of 
public health , and the advancement of 
medical knowledge …….
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• PAST experiences
– Human medicine vs. Veterinary medicine vs. Research
– Disconnect

• PRESENT TRENDS
– Collaborative efforts in education and patient 
– Complement each other                         care
– Appreciation of Research, animal models, EBM
– Common goal: preservation of health
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• Followed by policymaking
• Centered team approach



Educational opportunities

• Internships
• Externships
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• Rapidly developing trend in ME 
• life-long learning

– Active learning (PBL)
• Team based/collaborative  approach
• Appreciation of other health professions
• Non-clinical competencies-communication



WesternU is leading the way
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• Future of the health care and education
• WU programs: osteopathic medicine, 

optometry, veterinary medicine , physician 
assistant, dental medicine, physical 
therapy, pharmacy, nursing and podiatry



IPE at WesternU: PASSION, HUMANISM, 
CARING, KNOWLEDGE

• Emphasizing awareness of INTERPROFESSIONAL 
TEAM  APPROACH, role of different professions in 
human health (local/global)

• recognition of the diseases of significance in various 
human-animal relationships

• To take a significant role in public health domains on a 
local and global level AND to bridge the gap between 
different HEALTH PROFESSIONS 

• [primarily MD’s and DVM’s] 
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